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ON THE PAGE: LOCAL WRITERS
FIND COMMUNITY OUTSIDE
OF ACADEMIC SETTINGS

THE MAGNOLIA BOWL’S
10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Ole Miss won the first installation of the
Magnolia Bowl 10 years ago and hasn’t
won in Baton Rouge since. Could this
be the year that Ole Miss comes out
with another victory in Death Valley?

Oxford Comma, a new creative writing
group, hosts bi-monthly workshops for
students and non-students to present,
critique and discuss writing of all kinds.
SEE PAGE 6

SEE PAGE 8

Journalism school
leaders focus on
‘business as usual’
SLADE RAND

DMEDITOR@GMAIL.COM

Three hours after Ed Meek shared
his controversial Facebook post,
Meek School of Journalism and New
Media Dean Will Norton was on the
phone with him. Norton said that
that phone call is the only contact
any Meek School faculty have had
with Meek since the discussion
surrounding his contentious
comments began one week ago.
Since then, Meek School faculty
have unanimously voted to call for
the removal of Meek’s name from
the school, beginning the process of
officially cutting ties with the former
vice chancellor. Meek responded
to that call this past weekend by
requesting that the university remove
his name from the school. Wednesday
morning, Meek declined to comment
on the process for removing his
name. In an exclusive interview with
The Daily Mississippian that same
day, Norton said Meek is “grieving”
more than anybody else in the
aftermath of his since-deleted post.
“I’ve known Dr. Meek for decades,”

Norton said. “I’ve never heard him
use a racial epithet.”
Norton said Meek’s post did not
meet the standards of social media
that Meek himself used to teach in
his public relations class at Ole Miss.
Within four hours of its publishing,
Meek’s Facebook post had been
shared more than 700 times and had
received nearly 600 comments.
“He was so troubled by some of the
things that happened on the Square
that he just did not follow the kinds
of procedures we talk about with our
students — that they’re supposed to
follow when they send out messages,”
Norton said.
Norton said the Meek School
cabinet, which is made up of him and
Assistant Deans Scott Fiene, Jennifer
Simmons, Debora Wenger and
Patricia Thompson, has turned its
focus to making students feel “safe”
while the university carries out its
process for removing Meek’s name.
“Top priority is the students,”
Norton said. “We can’t think about
ourselves in this process. We have to

SEE MEEK PAGE 4
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Ed Meek, the namesake of the Meek School of Journalism and New Media, has requested his name be
removed from the school, following controversy around a now-deleted post on his Facebook page.

University disburses record amount of financial aid
LASHERICA THORNTON

THEDMNEWS@GMAIL.COM

More than $300 million of
financial aid — a new record —
was processed as of July 31, 2018,
to Ole Miss students.
Laura Diven-Brown, director
of the Office of Financial Aid,
said she encourages students
to apply for many forms of aid
and to “cobble together as many
things as you can to stack it
all up to create a financial aid
package that can make college
affordable for that student and
his or her family.”
Financial aid packages can
encompass scholarships, grants,
loans and work-study from the
state and federal governments,
outside sources and the
institution. Students can stack
as many scholarships as possible
until their caps are reached.
Students cannot earn more

University of Mississippi Financial Aid
$.9 M
Work Study

2017-2018

.5 K
Work Study
8.6 K
Grants

$32.0 M
Grants

Total Financial Aid:
$132.0 M
Scholarships

$132.3 M
Loans

$296.9 M

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION: ELISE BRANDWEIN
INFORMATION COURTESY: UM FINANCIAL
AID OFFICE

scholarships than their cost of
attendance, which can vary from
student to student.
Freshman biomedical

Total Students:

36.5 K

13.1 K
Loans

14.3 K
Scholarships

engineering major Ajah Singleton
said she faced the difficulty of
stacking too many scholarships
when she noticed some

scholarships disappeared from
her account.
Singleton learned that her
scholarships were in excess

of her cost of attendance. She,
like many other students, took
advantage of a number of aid
options.
For an in-state dependent
student living with his or her
parents, cost of attendance equals
$19,286 this school year, whereas
the cost for out-of-state residents
meeting the same criteria is
$35,240.
Other categories of students
may be full-time undergraduates
who aren’t dependent and who
aren’t living with their parents
($25,426 for in-state and $41,380
for out-of-state), graduate
students ($27,686 for in-state
and $43,640 for out-of-state),
law students ($35,686 for in-state
and $55,748 for out-of-state) and
more.
All cost of attendance is
calculated by adding the costs

SEE FINANCIAL AID PAGE 4
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Meek’s mistake deserves to be contextualized
To the Editor,
Standing alone, the
Confederate monument
situated prominently at the
entrance to the Ole Miss
campus could reasonably
be taken as the glorification
of those who fought to
preserve slavery. Similarly,
a law school named, until
recently, for L.Q.C. Lamar
and a dormitory named for
James K. Vardaman could
be viewed as a ratification
of racism. After all, Lamar
was a drafter of Mississippi’s
Ordinance of Secession and
an erstwhile opponent of
black voting rights, although
he later ameliorated his views
and became a Justice of the
United States Supreme Court.
Vardaman, however, was an
unapologetically racist governor in the early 20th century.
Because Vardaman had unrepentantly dedicated the
entirety of his political life to keeping black Mississippians
in a state of illiterate servility, his name is set to be removed
from the building. But instead of removing Lamar’s name
and the monument of the Confederate soldier, the chancellor
— with broad biracial support — elected to “contextualize”
both edifices to place them in historical and educational
perspective.
Last week Ed Meek, a man of otherwise extraordinary
accomplishment and generosity — in recognition of which the
School of Journalism bears his name — posted a photographs
on social media of two young black women, strongly implying
that they were prostitutes plying their trade on the town

square. Instead, they were
two coeds merely wearing
the attire of their time.
The chancellor and
many others immediately
condemned the racial tenor
of the posting, and Meek
promptly removed the post
and publicly apologized to
the two coeds. The School
of Journalism faculty then
asked Meek to request the
removal of his name from
the building, and Meek
dutifully complied.
Those of us who know
Ed Meek know that he
is neither a racist nor a
misogynist. The body of his
life’s work contains nothing
that would reasonably
indicate a racial or
PHOTO COURTESY: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
misogynistic bent. Indeed,
my first encounter with
Meek was when he asked my help for an African-American
church that he was financially assisting. Meek’s errant posting
was the product of late-septuagenarian ignorance of today’s
student attire rather than a racial animus.
No less than the Confederate soldier and L.Q.C. Lamar, Ed
Meek’s mistake deserves to be contextualized with the many
good things he’s done for our community and university,
not least of which have been the millions he earned and then
donated to make the School of Journalism the best in the
South.
Sincerely,
Dickie Scruggs

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Administration must distance itself from bias
To the Editors,
I’m impressed by the courage of the DM staff, the
journalism faculty, and I am even more awed at the bravery
of senior Mahoghany Jordan in calling out Dr. Meek for
targeting her and her friend and fellow student in a racist
social media post.
Though I was disappointed and saddened by Dr. Meek’s
post, I was unsurprised. Full disclosure: Dr. Meek is a
family friend who encouraged me to study in the journalism
program. Also full disclosure: Once I enrolled, I saw firsthand how Dr. Meek responded to racially-charged incidents
as the university’s chief spokesman. After John Hawkins
was elected the first black cheerleader and refused to wave
the Confederate flag at football games, a year of controversy
ensued. It culminated with a near-riot by white frat boys,
which I covered for the DM and The Clarion-Ledger. I will
never forget watching, horrified, as more than 1,000 white
students raged in front of the Lyceum, many of them yelling
racial slurs. They roamed the campus hunting for Mr.
Hawkins and ended up blocking the highway the front of the
black fraternity house where Mr. Hawkins was a member.
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Fortunately, the mob dispersed without ever finding Mr.
Hawkins, no thanks to university officials or cops.
I will never forget Dr. Meek telling me and other reporters
that night that the incident amounted to “a spirited pep rally.”
Dr. Meek also called a senior editor at the Clarion-Ledger who
was an Ole Miss alum that night and convinced him to bury
the story. The next morning, a truncated story on the near-riot
ran in the grocery ads in Jackson, but it was front page news
in the Memphis paper and drew the national media to Oxford
in force. Even then, it took a faculty resolution to persuade the
reluctant administration to formally begin the long process of
distancing the school from the flag.
If the University of Mississippi is to live up to its claim of
being a great public institution of higher learning, there can be
no more excusing or overlooking racism in all its forms — no
matter who the offender or how big their donation might be.
The administration must act swiftly and decisively to distance
itself from such bias. I am grateful to the students and faculty
who are demanding better of Ole Miss.
Lee Freeland Hancock
DM Managing Editor, Spring 1983

The Daily Mississippian is published Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays in print during the academic year, on
days when classes are scheduled. New content is published
online seven days a week.
Columns do not represent the official opinions of The
University of Mississippi or The Daily Mississippian unless
specifically indicated.
The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor.
Letters should be e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.
Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen names
or “name withheld” will not be published. Publication is limited
to one letter per individual per calendar month.
Letters should include phone and email contact information
so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from students
should include grade classification and major; letters from
faculty and staff should include title and the college, school or
department where the person is employed.
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COLUMN

Racism is a symptom of white supremacy

JAZ BRISACK

THEDMOPINION@GMAIL.COM

The University of Mississippi
is at a crossroads. With Ed
Meek’s name coming down
from the journalism school, it
would be easy to proclaim that
racism has been vanquished
and inclusion upheld. But while
such closure is convenient, it
ignores the fact that Ed Meek’s

despicable racism is only a
symptom of a much bigger
problem.
This university, which was
founded on white supremacy,
remains complicit in its
continuance. The campus is
carpeted in both overt and
subtle symbols of oppression.
And these symbols translate into
substance, paving the way for
today’s discriminatory policies.
As Phil Ochs wrote in his
1964 song “Here’s to the State of
Mississippi,” “the rudiments of
hatred are present everywhere”
on this campus. From the
Confederate monument to
Ventress Hall, the University
Greys are memorialized in a
number of prominent locations.
One of the most frequented
buildings on campus still bears
the name of the rabid white

supremacist L.Q.C. Lamar, who
penned Mississippi’s Ordinance
of Secession. This document
proclaimed, “Our position is
thoroughly identified with the
institution of slavery — the
greatest material interest
of the world,” and declared
that “by an imperious law of
nature, none but the black
race can bear exposure to the
tropical sun.” These quotes are
somehow not included in the
text of the contextualization
plaque that now stands outside
the building. Nor did Lamar
repent later. Far from being a
“profile in courage,” he spent
his postwar career fighting
against civil rights.
Trent Lott’s racist
characterizations of Iraqis — as
well as his remarks praising
the segregationist Dixiecrat

Strom Thurmond — should
have prevented him from
becoming the namesake of
the university’s public policy
leadership program.
This type of whitewashing
creates an atmosphere that is
far from conducive to equity
or diversity. Many of the
university’s policies — including
its allocation of financial aid
and scholarships, criteria for
admission and hiring and
compensation practices for
faculty and staff — perpetuate
patterns of discrimination and
exclusion.
This is particularly important,
given that the University
of Mississippi, as a public
institution, has an obligation
to serve all of the citizens of
this state. Yet, Mississippi has
the largest gap between the

percentage of African-American
students graduating from high
schools in the state and the
percentage of these students
who enroll at the flagship
university — 40 points — of
any state. I believe that the
unfriendly and even hostile
culture on this campus, coupled
with a lack of institutional
support and representation, is
the chief cause of this gap.
Racism is a symptom of
white supremacy. Ed Meek’s
actions do not stand alone as
a unique example of racism
and misogyny. Now that
we’ve removed one obstacle to
achieving a better and more
welcoming university, let’s go
for the rest.
Jaz Brisack is a senior general
studies major from Oxford.

COLUMN

Your assumptions show your true character

JONATHAN LOVELADY

THEDMOPINION@GMAIL.COM

I shouldn’t have to write
this but, nevertheless, here
I am stating this so-called
controversial topic that black
people aren’t ruining Oxford or
Ole Miss.
According to the 2010 U.S.
Census, black people accounted
for 37.8 percent of the state
population — the largest
percentage among all 50 states.
With that percentage in mind,
Ole Miss’ student population

isn’t close to that number.
Additionally, the Oxford and
Lafayette demographics, both of
which have percentages around
25 percent, destroy the idea that
such groups — out of nowhere —
have harmed our environment.
This stereotypical idea that
black people automatically
correlate to an increase in crime
and a decline in property values
is absolutely heinous. Given that
various economic policies and
the market actually attribute
to the increase or decrease of
such property values, it is just
“easier” to implement racial fear
mongering into our society —
which is already struggling to try
to create a better environment
relative to that of our community
and university’s past — than to
consider these other factors.
There is this double mindset
going through some people’s
minds, including mine,
like a sword. This mindset
concerns the relation between
understanding how much Ole

Miss offers and having, at the
same time, the idea that I am not
welcome due to external actors
not holding to the university’s
values. The outside comments
that line social media threads —
whether they represent the LOU
community or don’t — still paint
an image to the world.
You don’t have to be a liberal
or progressive to call out racism
or sexism; rather, you have to
view your common fellow as
an actual equal. This seems
non-existent in casual discourse
about countless articles — from
assuming things that aren’t true
to supporting stereotypical ideas
that haven’t died. This, to be
honest, is complete ignorance
on the part of people who don’t
care about improving social
and racial relations in our
communities.
Defending people’s humanity
shouldn’t have to be a thing
in 2018 America. But once
again: Blacks or minorities or
women aren’t destroying the

community. Property values, for
example, can change based on
a plethora of things — from the
change of economic growth, near
or far, to changing interest rates
of mortgages and even changes
in political policy. This ideal of
blockbusting where “blacks” are
walking around with a mission
to destroy Oxford is ignorant.
The idea that the university’s
decline in population can be
attributed to the myth that
women are dressing more
provocatively is nothing new.
Of course, once again, this
argument fails to note that
collegiate decline is ultimately a
nationwide issue complemented
by declining birth rates of
potential college students, rising
costs of attendance, which are
never talked about.
Finding this information
doesn’t take much effort, but
using hasty generalizations
to ostracize a group of people
and appeasing others for social
status points continue to be

much easier. It’s not 1962 — it’s
2018. But the same issues and
mindsets of that time are still
here, and such viewpoints are
now available via a medium
by which they are spread quite
quickly.
When you’re on your deathbed
— whenever that time comes —
think of all the good, the bad, the
happy and the sad of your own
lives. Would you have lived a life
of loving others and not have
lived based on assumptions?
Do better, because it takes one
person to improve or influence
a decline in a community. The
LOU community isn’t perfect,
nor has it had quite a rosy past.
But we have the resources, both
in capital and population base, to
be a national leader in a country
where politically, racially, etc.,
we all need to do better.
Jonathan Lovelady is a senior
sociology and geology major.
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ASB vies for student representation on IHL Board of Trustees
HADLEY HITSON

THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

Associated Student Body
President Elam Miller wants
to improve student relations
with the Institutions of Higher
Learning (IHL) Board of Trustees
by implementing a student
agenda and gaining official
student representation.
“Initially, I really wanted to see
a student trustee on the board,
and this is just really idealistic.
In a perfect world, I would love
to have a student representative
on IHL,” Miller said. “Since
becoming president, though, I
have learned that there are some
complexities to it.”
IHL is the constitutional
governing body that oversees
the policy and finances of
Mississippi’s eight public
institutions. The 12 board
members are appointed by the
governor and confirmed by the
Mississippi Senate to represent
the state’s three Supreme
Court Districts.
Because of this, Miller said
that to add a student trustee
to the board, there would have
to be an amendment to the

MEEK

continued from page 1

think about our students.”
Many journalism classes
this past week began with open
discussions allowing students to
ask questions about the school’s
next steps in the name-change
process. Fiene said professors
have taken it upon themselves to
use class time to continue these
conversations.
“Faculty are doing it of their
own accord. They realize the
importance of this,” Fiene said.
“They realize that this can’t
be something we just ignore.
But we — as the cabinet, the
administration — we’re not telling
our faculty what to do or what not
to do.”
Fiene said he can’t remember
how many faculty meetings the
cabinet has held this past week
but that the faculty’s response
has been a “collaborative effort.”
The Meek School held a faculty
meeting at 7:00 a.m. last Friday
to draft a statement in response
to last week’s listening session,
and a final draft of that statement
was not published until 7:30 that
night.
“I’ve been really pleased with

FINANCIAL AID

continued from page 1
of tuition, course and capital
improvements fees, housing,
food, books and supplies,
personal expenses and travel,
even if a student doesn’t live
on campus or require travel
expenses.
In the 2017-18 fiscal year,
over $130 million in outside
and institutional scholarships

FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

Elam Miller is sworn in as ASB President by former President Dion Kevin last spring.
is get a student agenda for the
state constitution, which would
board, where once a semester
have to be passed by the House
the Presidents’ Council can come
and the Senate. The citizens of
in after getting reports from all
Mississippi would then make
of the students of our individual
the final decision by voting on
universities.”
the amendment.
The Presidents’ Council is made
“I want to best position
up of the student body presidents
ourselves for that scenario where
of the eight public institutions
it would go to a vote,” Miller said.
governed by IHL. They meet
“What I’m trying to do this year

once or twice a month to discuss
various issues and topics relevant
to their schools.
“The Presidents’ Council
recently had a meeting with
Commissioner Rankins, who
is the new Commissioner
of IHL, and we shared with
him our idea of wanting to
have a student agenda once
a semester,” Miller said. “We
want this to be something that’s
sort of a recurring event, if the
Presidents’ Council in any year
wishes to have that.”
Current Commissioner of
Higher Learning Alfred Rankins,
with whom the council met, is
currently serving in his first year
as commissioner and said that
he plans to utilize the Presidents’
Council to get input about
student issues.
“The Board of Trustees
welcomes input from students
at the universities and provides
a variety of avenues to receive
information and ideas from
students, including inviting
the Student Body Presidents’
Council members to the board’s
monthly meetings,” Rankins
said. “The board also relies on

how our faculty has come together
and discussed thoughtfully and
carefully, but … everyone is
leading it, I guess,” Fiene said.
Norton said these meetings
have been regular faculty
meetings presided over by the
dean, and that “at regular faculty
meetings, everyone has a chance
to talk.” Fiene said the school’s
cabinet is working to include all
student and faculty discussion in
its next steps but that it has not
considered how it plans to handle
the potential cost of removing
Meek’s name.
“This is not about money,”
Fiene said. “That, to me, is not a
factor in what we’re doing here.”
Simmons said these early
morning faculty meetings have
been geared toward making
sure the school can continue its
“business as usual.”
“I think we’re spending a lot
more time in meetings to make
sure that it’s not having a negative
impact on what we’re doing in the
classroom,” she said.
Simmons said faculty have
focused on continuing to do what
they can to prepare students for
the “real world” after graduation.
She said the journalism school’s
response to Meek’s comments has
been “appropriate and timely”

Ed Meek, the namesake of the Meek School of Journalism and New Media, has
requested his name be removed from the school, following controversy around a nowdeleted post on his Facebook page.
Undergraduate and Graduate
and that she noticed students
Councils on whether or not to
supporting the call to remove
accept the request for Meek’s
Meek’s name at last week’s
name to be removed.
listening session.
Graduate Council Chair Christy
“I think students were upset
Wyandt
said the Graduate
that — or hoping that — the name
Council
has
approved the request
would come off, but I didn’t get
to
change
the
school’s name.
the sense that when they enter
As
of
Wednesday
night, the
the building, they feel unsafe,”
Undergraduate
Council
could not
Simmons said. “That wasn’t the
be
reached
for
comment
about
sentiment that I got.”
the
status
of
its
vote.
Chancellor Vitter announced
If the Undergraduate and
in a statement Tuesday afternoon
Graduate
Councils vote to
that the university had begun
accept
the
name change, the
an “expedited” process for
request
will
be considered
removing Meek’s name from the
by
the
Council
of Academic
journalism school. That process
Administrators.
According to
began Tuesday with votes by the

was awarded to undergraduate
and graduate students at the
university. Of that figure,
$98,747,838 was from the
university and was awarded to
10,622 undergraduates.
More than $32 million of aid
came from state and federal
grants that were awarded to
8,643 undergraduate students.
The majority of grants, totaling
$23,707,355, came in the form of
federal grants awarded to 4,787
undergraduates.
Over $130 million was

awarded in the form of federal,
institutional, donor-provided or
parent loans to students, while
less than $1 million was allocated
to those with work-study jobs.
Even though the university
saw its second consecutive
year of enrollment decline,
the financial aid budget has
increased over the years and has
exceeded the rate of enrollment,
said Larry Sparks, vice chancellor
for Administration and Finance,
the department that oversees the
university’s overall budget.

FILE PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

“Part of that is because we’ve
had … better-prepared, higheracademic credentials among
the freshman classes each year,”
Sparks said. By this, he means
that more students are eligible for
scholarships based on academics
or talents rather than need.
Just as Diven-Brown advocates
for students to create plans to
make college more affordable,
she emboldens students to play
their part, including keeping their
grades up, maintaining study
habits, being aware of terms to

the chancellor and presidents of
the universities to keep the board
apprised of items that are of
concern to their students.”
Miller and Rankins both said
that Presidents’ Council members
have always been welcome to
present specific issues with
proposed solutions to the board.
“In the past, the student
government presidents have also
presented items for the Board
of Trustees’ consideration and
approval, including a student
activities fee approved a few years
ago,” Rankins said.
The student activities fee
was presented by former ASB
President Davis Rogers to the
board in 2014, and this fee
has now been implemented at
all eight public universities in
Mississippi.
“There (have) been times
where students have come
and presented to the board on
a specific issue,” Miller said.
“But there hasn’t been a formal
‘We want to have student
representation!’ push. That was
a push for the student activities
fee. This is a push for the
representation.”

Vitter’s statement outlining the
process for removing Meek’s
name, Associated Student Body
President Elam Miller will have a
vote on that council.
“I am continuing to push for an
increase in student representation
in all meetings regarding this,
and I am continuing to push for
transparency in all decisions,”
Miller said.
If the request is approved by
all required Ole Miss entities, it
will then be presented to the state
Institutions of Higher Learning
Board of Trustees, which will
make the final decision on
whether or not to remove Meek’s
name from the building.
“The Board of Trustees has
the authority to approve or
not approve any request or
recommendation brought forth
by an institutional executive
officer,” said Caron Blanton, IHL
communications director.
Meek School cabinet members
declined to comment on their
next steps if the request to remove
Meek’s name is denied.
“We’ve got a lot of things to
figure out in the coming months,”
Fiene said.
Taylor Vance contributed
reporting to this story.

continue aid, being mindful of
their spending and learning about
money management.
“Come here (to the Office of
Financial Aid) and ask questions.
Try and understand the money,”
Diven-Brown said. “It’s good
education for life, because the
hope is when you finish your
college program that you have
set yourself up successfully so
(that) you can move into the field
you want to pursue but also be
able to be independent, which
includes finances.”
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Students document their lives at Ole Miss on YouTube
MADDIE MCGEE

THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

Lindy Goodson’s “College
Week in My Life” vlog begins
with a montage of her making
coffee, getting ready for class
and hanging out in the dining
room of the Phi Mu house.
Scenes of her walking through
campus, shopping on the
Square and eating at Ajax flip
by to an upbeat tune.
“My first class today was
accounting, but we’re not
gonna talk about that,” she
says in the video. “Then, I had
a PR class and flame! It was
so fun.”
Videos like these, with titles
like “College Week in My Life”
or “College Move-In Vlog,”
are becoming more popular
on YouTube. Students at
universities across the nation
have begun to document their
college experiences through
video diaries called vlogs, with
some gaining millions of views
and thousands of subscribers.
The videos detail the day-today lives of students as they
go to class, study in the library
and get ready for a night out.
This phenomenon has
reached the Ole Miss campus,
with a new crop of vloggers
appearing in Oxford this
semester.
Goodson, a junior integrated
marketing communications
major, started her channel in
July and has amassed more
than 5,000 subscribers so
far. In addition to vlogs, she
posts a variety of lifestyle
content, with videos ranging
from clothing hauls at thrift
stores to the best ways to edit
Instagram photos.
Goodson was one of the
subjects of the 2016 media
frenzy about dorm rooms at
Ole Miss. Her dorm room went
viral after Goodson tweeted
before and after photos of
her space in Martin Hall.
She wanted to showcase her
passion of home design to
others, so she started a blog.
“I tried blogging before, but
it honestly just doesn’t come
as naturally to me,” she said.
“I can get my thoughts out
much easier when just talking
to the camera, and I feel like
I can share so much easier
through video.”
Whether they are
professional-quality videos
filmed with her Canon camera
or short vlog clips filmed on
her iPhone, Goodson’s Ole
Miss-centric videos have
become the most popular on

PHOTO COURTESY: MADALYN GRACE | YOUTUBE

her channel. Her most popular
video, posted a month ago, is
“College Move-In Vlog — Ole
Miss Sorority House 2018.”
The video now has over
350,000 views.
Goodson said she hopes
her content promotes the
university and all it has to
offer.
“Ole Miss is such a special
and important place to me,”
she said. “I know that when
I was in high school, I would
have loved to watch videos to
get more insight as to what
daily life was like on a college
campus, so I hope I can show
the reality of life here through
my videos and, hopefully, show
everyone the inclusivity and
love that I feel here.”
University spokesperson
Rod Guajardo said Ole Miss
welcomes and respects this
new form of promotion.
“Students are able to
connect, engage and share
with millions of people like
never before, providing great
opportunities for people
across the world to see
firsthand the transformative
power of higher education
at work right here at Ole
Miss,” Guajardo wrote in a
statement.
The university declined to
comment on potential safety
concerns that may arise from
students documenting such
personal aspects of their lives
on campus.

REBEL RADIO

the voice of ole miss

Since coming to campus
last month, freshman English
major Madalyn Huey has
posted videos of her pastel and
Lily Pulitzer-filled dorm room,
her first game day in the Grove
and a question-and-answer
session about her first few
weeks of college.
Huey started her channel
while still in high school but
has seen a spike in viewership
since she started posting her
college content.
“My two most popular videos
are my move-in vlog and my
dorm room tour,” she said.
“And it’s definitely because
they’re Ole Miss themed.”
The move-in vlog has over
17,000 views, and her dorm
room tour has over 13,000.
Huey said she watched
college videos while preparing
to come to college and was
disappointed that there was a
lack of Ole Miss vloggers.
“Before I came here, I
couldn’t find any YouTubers
from Ole Miss,” she said. “I
thought that was annoying
because I liked watching those
types of videos to see what
going to … (different) school(s)
would be like or how people
decorated their dorms. There
(are) a lot of YouTubers from
Georgia and a few at Alabama,
but there was no one here.”
She now is using her channel
to help fill that void and reach
out to future students.
“I’ve gotten a lot of

comments saying things like,
‘Oh, I’m coming here next
year,’ or, ‘I really want to go
here,’” Huey said. “I actually
got a really long comment
the other day with about 15
Ole Miss questions that I’m
working on answering.”
Supplying the niche of
students looking for more
information about attending
Ole Miss with answers might
be one of the keys to Goodson
and Huey securing large
viewerships.
Some YouTubers with
high subscriber and view
counts often get sponsorship
opportunities from brands.
Brooklyn and Bailey McKnight,
twin sisters who are freshmen
at Baylor University, have
more than 5.5 million
subscribers on YouTube. Three
weeks ago, the pair posted a
college move-in video that has
gotten more than 2.8 million
views and was sponsored by
both Puma and Dick’s Sporting
Goods.
Sponsorships like these
are not uncommon for some
YouTubers. A Teen Vogue
article about college YouTubers
with over 150,000 subscribers
said that some earn up to
$5,000 per sponsored video.
While Goodson and Huey
have not yet reached the level
of sponsorship, they have
considered monetizing their
channels.
YouTubers can monetize

their videos using YouTube’s
Partner Program. Once
a channel reaches 4,000
watch hours within a year
and has at least 1,000
subscribers, content creators
can begin earning money.
YouTube connects with a
program called AdSense to
place advertisements at the
beginning or throughout the
duration of videos. Videos
must meet certain criteria,
which include copyright
guidelines and YouTube’s
Terms of Service, to be eligible
for monetization.
Huey said that though
she has already looked into
monetizing her channel, she
wants to boost her subscriber
count first.
“I looked into it before
some of my videos began
to get thousands of views,”
Huey said. “I’m going to look
more into it now that some of
my videos are getting more
popular to see if I’ve hit the
view count you need.”
Goodson said that
monetizing may prove to be
a worthwhile next step but
that financial gain was not her
intent when she started her
channel.
“I may (monetize) one
day if it becomes something
that could be worthwhile,
financially,” Goodson said. “But
for right now, I am just having
fun documenting my life.”
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Oxford writers collaborate in new creative writing group
JACQUELINE SCHLICK

THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

On Tuesday night, a new
creative writing group called
the Oxford Comma sat in
a corner of The Coop, the
bar on the top floor of The
Graduate. Its members were
discussing two prose pieces,
“Ice Cold” and “Change the
Scenery,” and one poem,
all of which were written by
participants.
The group functions as
a university-unaffiliated
workshop that is open to the
public. It meets at 8:30 p.m.
on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month.
“The goal for this group is
twofold — to not just hone
the craft of writing but to
hone the writer and the skills
they bring to the table,” the
group’s founder Savannah

Suttle said.
Suttle did not attend Ole
Miss but is a 2010 graduate
of Mississippi College and a
2014 graduate of Reformed
Theological Seminary. She
is a therapist in Tupelo but
lives in Oxford and said she
noticed a need for writing
workshops other than those
offered by schools.
“People have things for
intramural sports and such
after school and outside
of school, but there’s not
a whole lot for a writing
community other than
whatever you want to do
online,” Suttle said.
Oxford is a town drenched
in literary history that attracts
writers with varying skill
levels and familiarity with the
writing community in Oxford.
The Oxford Comma provides
a resource for people who are
not in school to continue the
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Two students discuss their stories in the new creative writing group, the Oxford Comma.
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1 Play to ___ (draw)
5 Level
9 Gives a 9.8, say
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19 Sad song
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22 Fills to the gills
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38 Cookbook abbr.
39 Commedia dell’___
40 Prima ballerina
41 Buccaneer
43 ___ impasse
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participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to
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66 Family diagram
67 Exactly
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human face
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together
DOWN
1 Glass marble
2 Wearies
3 Golf clubs
4 Run away to get
married
5 Prince William’s
school
6 Stanzas
7 Before, before
8 Zilch
9 It had a part in the
Bible
10 La Scala solo
11 Civil wrong
12 Verge
13 Recognizes
21 Counting everything
25 Balderdash
26 Cooling units, for
short
27 Little drink
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29 Boil
30 Mountain lake
31 Dies ___
32 Ed and Mel of
baseball
33 Nair rival
34 Ray of light
35 ___ boy!
36 Ark builder
37 Actress Lollobrigida
42 Teheran native
45 Musical ability
46 Greek nickname
49 Structure spanning

a river
50 Concurs
53 Port of old Rome
54 Exhausted
55 Dummy Mortimer
56 Curved moldings
57 Church service
58 Mont Blanc, par
example
59 Surf sound
60 Manure
62 Sheltered, nautically
64 Racket
65 Colorful card game

education and networking
they might get in college.
“I graduated college,
and that’s where I had
a community of writers.
But since I’ve graduated, I
don’t have that anymore,”
said Mattie Thrasher, who
participates in the group. “It’s
nice to have a group such as
this.”
Elizabeth Tettleton, who
graduated from Ole Miss
in 2014 and now works for
the Alumni Association, had
a similar experience. She
graduated from the school
and was looking for a way to
find creative camaraderie and
constructive analysis of her
work.
“To have a network and a
group of people I can go to
with my writing who will give

me feedback and keep me upto-date with the things they’re
trying out and doing will keep
me propelling myself forward
to try new things and pushing
my limits,” Tettleton said.
By attending the
meetings, writers establish
accountability for their
writing. Having a deadline
of every two weeks to offer
a revised or new piece of
writing to the group can
motivate writers to sit down
and write.
Members are encouraged
to bring whatever they are
working on, whether that is
fiction, nonfiction, poetry,
screenplays, song lyrics or
even a prepared speech.
“Really, the only thing we’re
not here for is to edit your
English papers,” Suttle said.

PHOTO: JACQUELINE SCHLICK

“Everything else, come on.”
Each workshop begins
anonymously. All
contributing writers will have
anonymous copies of their
pieces on the table. After
the pieces have been read
by everyone at the table, the
writer will be announced.
This is meant to keep all
preconceived notions and
biases out of the critiquing
process.
Writers interested in
attending meetings are not
required to turn in material
each week and are welcome
to simply attend to offer
critiques of other attendees’
works. Anyone interested in
joining should reach out to
Suttle at savannah.b.suttle@
gmail.com with the subject
“Oxford Comma.”
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CROSS COUNTRY
continued from page 8

runners. Sophomore Maddie
King was right behind her
in 11th place, with a time of
17:34.0. The women also had
others finishing in the top 25,
with Yiva Traxler taking 23rd
overall and Victoria Simmons
finishing 25th.
The Rebel men took third
place in Boston, beating out
several ranked opponents,
including No. 12 Campbell
and No. 17 Virginia. They were
seven points from second
place, behind Washington. In
his first race, Rebel newcomer
Farah Abdulkarim led the
Rebels with the fourth-fastest
time in the race — 24:08.50.
Other Rebels finishing in the
top 25 were Waleed Suliman,
who took 10th overall, and
Mark Robertson, who took
14th overall.
“Both teams are relying
heavily on younger athletes
this season,” Vanhoy said.

“Even though we graduated a
large group of upperclassmen
on both sides last year,
we’ve continued on with a
new group of athletes who
are committed to taking our
program to even greater
heights in the future.”
The Rebels will have two
weeks off before heading up
to Madison, Wisconsin, for
the Pre-Nationals Invitational
on Oct. 13. The Rebel men
and women will be put to the
test at this meet, as they will
be competing against most
of the nation’s top-ranked
teams. This will be their
last meet before the SEC
Championships in Auburn,
Alabama, on Oct. 26.
“Our main goals as a
cross country program are
to always be in the mix at
the SEC Championships
and to advance to the NCAA
Championships each season,”
Vanhoy said. “Those are the
main metrics of success for
our group.”

CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
business day in advance. The Daily
Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
No refunds on classified ads once
published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse
ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classifieds section,
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com/
classifieds.

PART-TIME
PHOTO COURTESY: TOM CONNELLY

Farah Abdulkarim ranks among the top 20 runners nationally at the Battle in Beantown
event in Boston last week.

PAPA JOHN’S PIZZA Hiring PartTime inside help and DELIVERY
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COLUMN

Rebels face tough task with night game in Death Valley
JOHN MACON GILLESPIE

THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM

Louisiana, especially New
Orleans, is famous for black
magic and voodoo, and although
the practices of voodoo have
been largely stereotyped because
of their portrayal in popular
culture, Ole Miss may need a
little bit of this bayou magic on
Saturday night when they take
on No. 5 LSU.
This will be the Rebels’ second
game against a top-five opponent
in three weeks, the first of which
resulted in a 62-7 shellacking at
the hands of Alabama.
Although Baton Rouge is
about 80 miles northwest of New
Orleans, the “Magnolia Bowl”
between the Rebels and the Tigers
has seen its fair share of magic
throughout the years. Ole Miss
and LSU battled for SEC (and
even national) dominance in the
1950s and 60s. One of the most
famous games during the height
of this rivalry came in the 1959
installation.
Top-ranked LSU trailed No. 3
Ole Miss late in the game when
the Tigers’ Billy Cannon broke
seven tackles in an 89-yard
punt return that would be the
difference in a 7-3 LSU win.
Fast forward that year, however,
and the Rebels got their revenge
in the Sugar Bowl, where they
shut out LSU 21-0 and were
declared National Champions by
numerous national polls.
Eli Manning’s senior season
in Oxford brought more Tiger
voodoo with it. The Rebels and
Tigers met in Oxford, and the
winner would represent the SEC
West in the SEC Championship
game. The Tigers led the game
17-14 with less than two minutes
to play, as the Rebels faced a
long fourth down. As Manning
dropped back from under center,
the LSU pass rush pushed back

A.J. Brown leaps for the ball while being blocked by two LSU defenders during Ole Miss’ 40-24 loss last season.
a Rebel lineman who stepped on
Manning’s foot, causing him to
fall to the turf, and this essentially
sealed the game. LSU went on to
win both the SEC and National
Championships in 2003.
The magic hasn’t all been on
LSU’s side, however. The Rebels
went into Baton Rouge in 2008
and upset the Tigers, winning the
first installment of the Magnolia

Bowl trophy. More recently, in
2009, the Tigers completed a pass
to the Ole Miss six-yard line, with
no timeouts and one second left
on the clock. LSU couldn’t spike
the ball in time, and Ole Miss held
on to upset the Tigers 25-23 in
the Rebels’ first home win in the
series since 1998.
This rivalry has brought drama,
hatred and championships, and

although this year’s installment
of the Magnolia Bowl will have
no impact on whether or not the
Rebels can represent the SEC
West in Atlanta, that doesn’t
mean it’s not important.
There is no love lost between
these two fan bases, and Ole
Miss has the opportunity to
spoil a surprisingly good start to
the Tigers’ season on Saturday.
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Playing in Baton Rouge at night is
never easy, but when you’re in the
land of voodoo, maybe it doesn’t
matter.
Maybe, just maybe, the Rebels
can tap into this supply of bayou
magic and stun the conference
with an upset on Saturday in
one of the nation’s most storied
rivalries.

Ole Miss Cross Country makes run up national polls
MADELINE CLICK

THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM

Both the men’s and women’s
Ole Miss cross country

teams sit in the top 25 in
the week three rankings of
a leading National Coaches
Poll. These jumps in rankings
were the result of impressive
performances by both Rebel

teams at Boston College’s
Coast-to-Coast Battle in
Beantown last Friday.
Earlier this season, the
Rebel men took home first
place at the SEC Preview and

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
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finished 10th at the Brooks
Memphis Twilight Classic, and
the women finished second at
the SEC Preview and fifth at
the Brooks Memphis Twilight
Classic.
After not receiving any votes
the past two weeks, Women’s
Cross Country jumped all
the way to No. 18. This is the
team’s 14th appearance in
the polls and its first since
the final regular poll of the
2017 season, in which the
Rebels sat at No. 20. Men’s
Cross Country jumped to No.
20, making this the team’s
21st consecutive appearance
in the polls and its fourth
consecutive year breaking into
the top 20. This is the 13th
time in program history both
teams have been ranked in
the same poll.

“It’s great that we have both
teams being recognized in the
polls,” associate head cross
country coach Ryan Vanhoy
said. “We don’t usually focus
too much on rankings as a
program, but it’s cool to see
that others are recognizing
our body of work down here in
Oxford.”
The Rebel women took
first place at the Coast-toCoast Battle in Beantown,
topping several ranked teams,
including Georgia Tech,
Utah, Minnesota, Dartmouth,
Syracuse and Providence. In
her first career race, redshirt
freshman Lisa Vogelgesang
led the Rebels, earning the
10th-fastest 5K time, 17:33.5,
in a field of more than 200
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